
PARCC, Common Core & ELs:
Staying the course for long-term success



Welcome & Introductions

Sentence Frame Introductions

My name is _______. I am a _________ 
(school role). I am here because _________ 
and I think “staying the course..” in the title 
means: 

Thumbs-up if….



Session objectives
● Participants will review the “nuts and bolts” of PARCC 

and CCSS, including accessibility and accommodations 
features for ELs.

● Participants will analyze and discuss a variety of 
research-based best practices for English Learners in 
various instructional settings (bilingual, ESL, general 
education, grades K-12) and how they align to Common 
Core State Standards and increase academic 
achievement.



Agenda

Part 1: “Nuts & bolts” of PARCC and CCSS 
(20 min)
Part 2: Effective teaching strategies that lead to 
positive outcomes for ELs. (40 min)
Part 3: Some thoughts on advocacy, wrap-up, 
Q&A. (15 min)



“Nuts & Bolts” of PARCC & CCSS
PART I



About PARCC
● 13 PARCC states educating over 12 million students K-

12.
● K-12 assessments in ELA and Math.
● Computer-based (with paper option).
● Performance Based Assessment (PBA) and End of 

Year Assessment (EOY).
● More immediate results to guide teaching.
● http://www.isbe.state.il.us/assessment/parcc.htm
● http://www.parcconline.org/

http://www.isbe.state.il.us/assessment/parcc.htm
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/assessment/parcc.htm
http://www.parcconline.org/
http://www.parcconline.org/




PARCC: Accessibility and Accommodations

● Accessibility: Assessment features that are 
available to all students

● Accommodations: Testing modifications 
allowable for special populations, such as 
English Learners (including those who have 
waived services) and/or students with IEPs 
or 504 plans. 







Accommodations for ELs

● Presentation
● Response
● Timing and Scheduling
● Setting
● Refer to “PARCC Accessibility and 

Accommodations Manual” http://www.parcconline.org/parcc-
accessibility-features-and-accommodations-manual

● Brochure for EL teachers: http://www.parcconline.
org/sites/parcc/files/Teacher%20PARCC%20Brochure%20for%20English%20Learners.pdf

http://www.parcconline.org/parcc-accessibility-features-and-accommodations-manual
http://www.parcconline.org/parcc-accessibility-features-and-accommodations-manual
http://www.parcconline.org/parcc-accessibility-features-and-accommodations-manual
http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/Teacher%20PARCC%20Brochure%20for%20English%20Learners.pdf
http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/Teacher%20PARCC%20Brochure%20for%20English%20Learners.pdf
http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/Teacher%20PARCC%20Brochure%20for%20English%20Learners.pdf


Effective Accommodations for ELS:

1. Reduce the linguistic load necessary to access 
the content of the curriculum or assessment;

2. Retain that which is measured by the test, 
without altering the test itself;

3. Address the unique linguistic and socio-cultural 
needs of an EL by reducing the effects of 
English language skills on the student’s overall 
performance on the assessment.









Accommodations for ELs
● 7a: Extended Time
● 7b: General Administration 

Directions Clarified in 
Student’s Native Language 

● 7c: General Administration 
Directions Read Aloud and 
Repeated as Needed in 
Student’s Native Language

● 7d: Speech-to-Text (Human 
Scribe) Responses Dictated 
for the Mathematics 
Assessment in English

● 7e: Word-to-Word Dictionary 
English/Native Language

● 7f: Translation of General 
Test Administration 
Directions

● 7g: Transadaptation of 
Mathematics Assessment 
into Spanish 



Remember:

For accommodations to be effective, students 
should be familiar with them and they should be 
utilized regularly during daily instruction and 
assessment.





About CCSS

● Adopted in 40 states.
● ELA and Math standards.
● Establish what should be taught, but not how.
● Emphasis on applying knowledge to real world 

situations.
● http://www.isbe.net/common_core/
● http://www.corestandards.org/

http://www.isbe.net/common_core/
http://www.isbe.net/common_core/
http://www.corestandards.org/
http://www.corestandards.org/


“6 Ways the Common Core is Good for 
Students” - NEA Today, March 2013
1. Common Core puts creativity back in the 

classroom.
2. Common Core gives students a deep dive.
3. Common Core ratchets up rigor.
4. Common Core is collaborative.
5. Common Core advances equity.
6. Common Core gets kids college ready.
http://neatoday.org/2013/05/10/six-ways-the-common-core-is-good-for-students/

http://neatoday.org/2013/05/10/six-ways-the-common-core-is-good-for-students/
http://neatoday.org/2013/05/10/six-ways-the-common-core-is-good-for-students/


? ?
Academic Language 
Development

Academic achievement

Language-based Content-based

Reflective of the varying stages 
of second language acquisition

Reflective of conceptual 
development

Representative of social and 
academic language contexts

Representative of the school’s 
academic curriculum outcomes

WIDA Standards CCSS



Common Core en Español
This translated and linguistically augmented version of the 
CCSS is important because it establishes a guide for 
equitable assessment and curriculum development.

http://commoncore-espanol.com

http://commoncore-espanol.com
http://commoncore-espanol.com


The Spanish 
linguistic 
augmentations 
and Spanish 
language 
specific 
examples are 
marked in blue 
font.



The World-Class Instructional Design and Assessment 
(WIDA) Standards Framework 
WIDA draws on multiple theories and approaches in an effort to describe language use in academic 

contexts; this is the language that language learners must acquire and negotiate to participate successfully 

in school. 

WIDA’s framework for 
language development 
standards



33  WIDA 
states 

represent over
1,000,000 

ELLS



English Language Development Standards
(2012 Amplification) 



Standard Connection 
(CCSS / Next Gen. Science)

Context for language use

Model 
Performance 
Indicator (MPI) 

Cognitive Function (think blooms)

                   STRAND



Spanish Language Arts Standards 
(2005)
...The WIDA SLA Standards are intended to support curriculum planning 
and instruction in schools that offer Spanish language arts.

● The WIDA Spanish Language Arts Standards were modeled after English language arts 

standards from the WIDA Consortium member states of Illinois and Wisconsin. 

● Thus, there is a high degree of alignment between the English and Spanish Language Arts 

Standards in these two states



Spanish Language Development 
Standards (2013)
… are a resource for planning and implementing language instruction and assessment for emergent 
bilinguals who are learning academic content in Spanish.



Spanish Language Development Standards



The Standards

Spanish 
Language

Development 
Standards

   CCSS
CCSSñ

Spanish 
Language 

Arts
Standards

English 
Language

Development
Standards

Academic 
language

What anchors 
student learning?



Academic Language is the Crosswalk 
between Language & Content Standards



Effective Teaching Practices for ELs
Part II



Research on ELL Shadowing

Morrison Elementary School in Norwalk, CA
Teachers shadowed ELLs and recorded notes every 5 
minutes

on the students use of academic language.  

Findings: ELLs used academic language only 2% of the day.

Solution: Teachers learned 3 strategies
Think/pair/share, reciprocal teaching, & Frayer model
ELLs made remarkable gains on state assessments in 2 
years.

Some might contend these 
strategies are simply best 
practices that can help all 
learners. But Gonzalez explains 
that the consequences of not 
using them are particularly 
“devastating for a second-
language learner.”
http://www.edweek.
org/tsb/articles/2011/10/13/01shadowing.h05.
html

http://www.readingquest.org/strat/tps.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reciprocal_teaching
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reciprocal_teaching
http://www.adlit.org/strategies/22369/
http://www.adlit.org/strategies/22369/
http://www.readingquest.org/strat/tps.html
http://www.edweek.org/tsb/articles/2011/10/13/01shadowing.h05.html
http://www.edweek.org/tsb/articles/2011/10/13/01shadowing.h05.html
http://www.edweek.org/tsb/articles/2011/10/13/01shadowing.h05.html
http://www.edweek.org/tsb/articles/2011/10/13/01shadowing.h05.html


Cooperative Learning

Cooperative learning is defined by a      
set of processes which help people 
interact together in order to accomplish 
a specific goal or develop an end 
product…” Ted Panitz (1996) “A Definition of Collaborative Vs. 

Cooperative Learning”



Greater Retention for all Learners

Think - Pair - Share: 

What are some cooperative learning 
structures you have used or are 
familiar with? 

How do you scaffold them for ELs? 

Adapted from E. Dale, Audiovisual Methods in Teaching, 1969, NY: Dryden Press.



Cooperative Learning Structures



Spencer Kagan’s Structural Approach to 
Cooperative Learning

http://www.kaganonline.com
This approach teaches multiple 
ways to structure student interaction, 
each with a specific name. Hence, 
giving directions is simplified. Many 
outstanding resources are available.

http://www.kaganonline.com/
http://www.kaganonline.com/


BIG Ideas = Understandings
Essential truths that give meaning to the topic
Start with CCSS and develop a sentence that starts….

“I want students to understand THAT…” (not HOW… or WHY… or WHAT)
–Multiplication is another way to do addition.
–People migrate to meet basic needs.
–All cultures contain the same elements.
–Entropy and enthalpy are competing forces in the natural world.
–Voice reflects the author.

**They provide learners with mental schemas or templates that help make 
sense of all the details that threaten to overwhelm.



Graphic Organizers

● Importance of modeling!
● Less is more
● Select common graphic organizers across 

content areas, grade levels, school-wide
● Apply in multiple contexts
● Student-created
● http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/13354/

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/13354/
http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/13354/


HOTS

● Higher Order Thinking Skills
● Bloom’s Taxonomy  
● Higher level questioning - QAR (Question 

Answer Relationships)

○ http://www.readingrockets.org/article/how-increase-higher-order-
thinking

○ https://esl-methods.wikispaces.com/

http://www.readingrockets.org/article/how-increase-higher-order-thinking
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/how-increase-higher-order-thinking
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/how-increase-higher-order-thinking
https://esl-methods.wikispaces.com/
https://esl-methods.wikispaces.com/










Concept Attainment
What concept is being defined by 

these examples and non-examples? 
YES NO



YES NO

Students are assessed 
in English and in L1, 
when possible.

Students are assessed 
in English only.

What is the impact of these two 
statements?  Which is more true of 

your classroom or school? 

???



YES NO

Students are assessed in English and 
in L1, when possible.

Students are assessed in English 
only.

Assessment is ongoing 
and is integrated into 
classroom instruction.

All assessments are given 
in the form of multiple 
choice tests and quizzes 
at the end of the unit.

Which statement best reflects your current 
practice?  Which is better for ELs?

???



YES NO

Students are assessed in English and 
in L1, when possible.

Students are assessed in English 
only.

Assessment is going and is integrated 
into classroom instruction.

All assessments are given in the form 
of multiple choice tests and quizzes at 
the end of the unit.

Assessments are 
differentiated to meet the 
needs of ELs.  Students 
may have choice in how 
they are assessed.

All students take the same 
assessments.  
Assessments are not 
differentiated for language 
proficiency.

What is the impact of these two 
statements on teacher instruction and 

assessment of EL students?

???



YES NO

Students are assessed in English and in L1, 
when possible.

Students are assessed in English only.

Assessment is going and is integrated into 
classroom instruction.

All assessments are given in the form of multiple 
choice tests and quizzes at the end of the unit.

Assessments are differentiated to meet the 
needs of ELs.  Students may have choice in how 
they are assessed.

All students take the same assessments.  
Assessments are not differentiated for language 
proficiency.

Students set goals and engage 
regularly in self-assessment to 
reflect upon their progress.

The teacher sets goals for the 
class.  Progress is measured by 
performance on quizzes and tests.

Which approach to assessment works 
better for ELs?  For all students?

???



YES NO

Students are assessed in English and in L1, 
when possible.

Students are assessed in English only.

Assessment is ongoing and is integrated into 
classroom instruction.

All assessments are given in the form of multiple 
choice tests and quizzes at the end of the unit.

Assessments are differentiated to meet the 
needs of ELs.  Students may have choice in how 
they are assessed.

All students take the same assessments.  
Assessments are not differentiated for language 
proficiency.

Students set goals and engage regularly in self-
assessment to reflect upon their progress.

The teacher sets goals for the class.  Progress is 
measured by performance on quizzes and tests.

Linguistically Responsive Assessment Practices



Classroom Assessment Practices

● Standardized vs. teacher-created/classroom-
based

● Formative (assessment for learning) vs. 
summative (assessment of learning)

● Content learning vs. language learning
● Collection of quantitative vs. qualitative data



Authentic Assessment 
Strategies for ELs

● Portfolios
● Rubrics/checklists to evaluate student work
● Exit cards/slips
● Learning logs/journals
● Writing samples
● Cloze tests or quizzes
● Story or information retelling



Resources for Assessment
● �http://www.ncssfl.org/LinguaFolio/index.php?

linguafolio_index
● �http://lfonetwork.uoregon.edu/linguafolio-jr/
● �http://rubistar.4teachers.org/
● �http://www.colorincolorado.org/educators/assessment/
● http://www.huffingtonpost.com/alfie-kohn/why-the-best-

teachers-don_b_6077466.html

http://www.ncssfl.org/LinguaFolio/index.php?linguafolio_index
http://www.ncssfl.org/LinguaFolio/index.php?linguafolio_index
http://www.ncssfl.org/LinguaFolio/index.php?linguafolio_index
http://lfonetwork.uoregon.edu/linguafolio-jr/
http://rubistar.4teachers.org/
http://www.colorincolorado.org/educators/assessment/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/alfie-kohn/why-the-best-teachers-don_b_6077466.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/alfie-kohn/why-the-best-teachers-don_b_6077466.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/alfie-kohn/why-the-best-teachers-don_b_6077466.html
http://www.colorincolorado.org/educators/assessment/
http://rubistar.4teachers.org/
http://lfonetwork.uoregon.edu/linguafolio-jr/




Advocacy 101
● Be part of the solution
● Stay informed
● Reference research
● Give concrete examples
● Bring in an ‘expert’
● Share resources
● Listen respectfully
● Ask questions “Can you explain what you mean 

by________.” 
● Show empathy



Advocacy for ELs: PARCC & CCSS

● Provide appropriate accommodations.
● Provide high quality instruction that leads to high 

levels of learning for ELs.
● Collect assessment data that paints a true picture of 

what ELs know and can do, as well as how they are 
progressing.

● Don’t abandon programs that have a solid research 
base (case in point: bilingual education).



Questions?
Lauren Leitao - leitaol@district65.net
Lindsey Rose - rosel@district65.net

mailto:leitaol@district65.net
mailto:rosel@district65.net

